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the most significant factor that predicts survival is the presence of a
gynecologic oncologist at the operation. Therefore, it would be useful to
differentiate between LMP and malignant ovarian tumors before surgery
in order to choose the hospital where the surgery is performed. Matrix
metalloproteinases have been linked to aggressive behavior in ovarian
malignancies. This study aimed to evaluate whether circulating matrix
metalloproteinase’s (MMP-2, MMP-9, MMP-2/TIMP-2 complex) or their
tissue inhibitors (TIMP-2, TIMP-2) could be used as preoperative serum
markers in differentiating between LMP and malignant ovarian tumors.
Materials and Methods: The study population consisted of 61 patients with
ovarian neoplasm’s (28 benign, 11 LMP and 22 malignant). Venous blood
samples were collected before surgery and stored at −70ºC until assayed.
All patient groups included both pre- and postmenopausal women. The
LMP and malignant tumors were staged according to the International
Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics (FIGO). The immunoreactive
proteins for MMP-2, MMP-9, MMP-2/TIMP-2 complex, TIMP-1 and TIMP-2
were assayd from the sera of the patients with benign, LMP and malignant
ovarian tumors using enzyme-linked immunoasay (ELISA).
Results: Serum TIMP-1 values signifincantly increased from benign
(median 250 ug/l, range 137–616 ug/l) to LMP (median 357 ug/l, range 63–
587 ug/l) and further to malignant (median 443 ug/l, range 199–983 ug/l)
ovarian neoplasms (p < 0.001). There was a significant difference in the
rations of TIMP-1 to MMP-2 and TIMP-1 to MMP-2/TIMP-2 complex
between the patients with a benign versus malignant and a LMP versus
malignant tumor.
Conclusion: We conclude that the value of circulating TIMP-1 and the
rations of TIMP-1 to MMP-2 and TIMP-1 to MMP-2/TIMP-2 complex may
be valuable for differentiating between LMP and malignant ovarian tumors.
Our data also suggest that LMP ovarian tumors are more similar to benign
than malignant ovarian neoplasms.
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Therapeutic effect of everolimus (RAD001) in combination with
antiangiogenic chemotherapy for gastric cancer in vivo
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Background: mTOR signalling is critical for cancer cell proliferation and
expression of malignancy associated proteins, including HIF-1 alpha.
Components of the mTOR pathway are frequently deregulated in gastric
cancer. Inhibitors of mTOR like everolimus are currently being evaluated
in clinical trials, but show only moderate activity when administered as
single agents. We therefore evaluated the therapeutic effect of everolismus
(RAD001) in combination with antiangiogenic chemotherapy for gastric
cancer.
Materials and Methods: In vitro, effects of everolimus on mTOR signalling,
HIF-1a expression and VEGF secretion were assessed by immunoblotting
or ELISA. Gastric cancer cell proliferation and cell cycle distribution were
evaluated by electronic cell counting and flow cytometry, respectively.
In vivo, the activity of everolimus in combination with cyclophosphamide
at antiangiogenic schedule on NCI-N87 gastric cancer xenografts was
studied. Ki-67 expression, activation of caspase 3, HIF-1a expression
patterns and microvascular density (MVD) of tumors were investigated
by immunohistochemistry. Levels of circulating endothelial progenitor cells
(CEPs) were measured by flow cytometry. In a second experiment, the
antitumor activity of everolimus in combination with cyclophosphamdie at
metronomic schedule was studied.
Results: Everolimus decreases proliferation without inducing cell death
and attenuates production of HIF-1a and VEGF in gastric cancer cells in
vitro.
In vivo, everolimus treatment markedly inhibits tumor xenograft growth.
Moreover, the combination of everolimus with cyclophosphamide at antian-
giogenic schedule shows superior anti-tumor activity compared to either
monotherapy (p < 0.01). Combination of everolimus with antiangiogenic
cyclophosphamide results in significantly decreased MVD of tumors
(p < 0.01). CEP levels tend to reflect microvascular density and antitumor
activity. Furthermore, the combination of everolimus with metronomically
administered cyclophosphamide is superior to everolimus monotherapy
(p < 0.01).
Conclusion: mTOR inhibition by everolimus shows significant activity in
a preclinical model of gastric cancer. Combination of everolimus with
cyclophosphamide at antiangiogenic or metronomic schedule might be a
promising approach for the treatment of gastric cancer patients.
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Autocrine character of VEGF signalling in astroglial tumors
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Angiogenesis is required for many physiological and pathological processes
such as embryonic development, tissue regeneration, tumor growth and
dissemination. The genetic background of the angiogenic switch during
tumor progression is not fully understood. Hypervascularity, striking tumor
angiogenesis, focal necrosis, and rapid cellular proliferation are key features
of glioblastoma (GB). To explore the possibility that VEGF may act as a
driving force in the progression of low grade to high grade glioma, more
detailed study of VEGF signalling pathway is indispensable.
Material and Methods: VEGF, FLT-1 and KDR expression in astroglial cell
lines A172, U87MG and T98G was examined by RT-PCR, Western blotting
and indirect immunofluorescence. VEGF, FLT-1 and KDR expression in a
group of low grade and high grade glioma samples was investigated by
immunohistochemistry (IHC). The effect of VEGF on astroglial cells was
determined by cell viability assay (MTT). Induction of G1/S transition was
examined by bromodeoxyuridine (BrdU) incorporation 30, 60 minutes and
12 hours after VEGF treatment, respectively. Changes in total protein and
phosphorylation levels of key MAPK and PI3K signalling pathways were
detected using Western blotting. GW5074 (c-Raf inhibitor) was used to
abrogate the effect of VEGF on MAPK phosphorylation.
Results: VEGF expression in astroglial cell lines A172, U87MG and T98G
revealed cytoplasmic distribution; FLT-1 and KDR were immunodetected
mainly on cell surfaces. IHC showed cytoplasmic expression of KDR
and FLT-1. Results from MTT and BrdU incorporation implied mitogenic
potential of VEGF on astroglial cell lines. Stimulation by VEGF signif-
icantly increased phosphorylation levels of ERK1/2Thr202/Tyr204, AktThr308,
STAT3Tyr705 and p70S6KThr389. VEGF caused increased protein levels of
cyclin D1, p27

Kip1, and androgen receptor. Uses of c-Raf inhibitor GW5074
abrogated the effect of VEGF.
Conclusions: It is suggested that tumor angiogenesis in astroglial tumors
is regulated by VEGF in a paracrine manner. It has been reported that
the PI3K pathway, but not MAPK pathway, plays an important role in
the VEGF signalling in endothelial cells. VEGF signalling in astroglial cell
lines is coupled in major part to MAPK pathway. Thus, VEGF might fulfil
a fundamental role as an autocrine/paracrine regulator in GB, thereby
facilitating tumor proliferation and subsequent invasion. This work was
supported by grants IGAMZCRNR/7828–3 and MSM6198959216.
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Antiangiogenic inhibitor axitinib (AG-013736) renders significant
growth inhibition of bevacizumab-refractory xenograft tumors
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The VEGF pathway is essential to the processes of angiogenesis and tumor
progression. Axitinib (AG-013736), an oral RTK inhibitor with picomolar
potency against VEGF RTKs (receptor 1, 2 and 3) and nanomolar
potency against PDGFRs and KIT, has shown encouraging single agent
activity in multiple clinical tumor types, including mRCC. Bevacizumab, an
anti-VEGF-A monoclonal antibody, is the first approved anti-angiogenic
agent used in clinic in combination with 5-FU for the treatment of
colorectal cancer. In combination with various chemotherapeutic agents,
bevacizumab is currently under intensive Phase 2 and 3 clinical
investigations for its potential broad therapeutic utilities. As a single
agent, however, bevacizumab showed limited benefit in multiple clinical
cancers. We tested the hypothesis whether axitinib could provide added
benefit to bevacizumab in preclinical models. Anti-tumor efficacy was
tested in MV522 human colon carcinoma and M24met human melanoma
xenograft models. Both models do not express endogenous VEGFRs
and PDGFRs and they secret appreciable levels of human VEGF-A,
target of bevacizumab. In the MV522 model, bevacizumab treatment at
the maximum dose (5mg/kg 2qwk ×3) resulted in 32% tumor growth
inhibition (TGI), whereas axitinib at ED80 (30mg/kg, PO, BID) produced
71% TGI. Non-responders to bevacizumab treatment were randomized
and switched to treatment with axitinib, which resulted in a 67% TGI
compared to bevacizumab alone. Immunohistochemistry confirmed a
greater anti-angiogenesis by axitinib than bevacizumab. In the M24met
spontaneous metastasis model, bevacizumab was less active than axitinib
in metastasis inhibition determined by lymph node tumor burden, lung
metastasis and survival. Co-administration of axitinib with bevacizumab
did not significantly improve anti-metastasis efficacy over axitinib alone.
Ex vivo analysis is underway to explain the molecular contributors to the
above observation. In addition, anti-tumor and anti-metastasis activity of
axitinib ± bevacizumab ± docetaxel has also been investigated in various
preclinical models. Results of these studies will be reported in detail.




